
 October 2016 

 

Law and the state (John Gardner & Tony Honoré) 

 
THESE seminars take place from 5.15pm to 

6.45pm on Fridays starting in MT week 1 

(14 October 2016). NB: after many years at 

All Souls College the seminars now take 

place at St Hugh’s College (MGA Lecture 

Room). The 5.15pm start is to give you 

extra time to get there. There will be seven 

seminars in all (none in week 3). These 

seminars do not continue into HT. 

 The idea is to focus on the ‘political 

theory’ aspects of the course, without 

losing sight of political theory’s debts and 

contributions to law and legal thought. We 

will be reading just one or two essays or 

extracts per week, and giving them close 

attention in class. For the first couple of 

weeks we (Tony and John) will nominate 

the readings and make the introductory 

comments ourselves. After that we will be 

looking for suggestions and introductory 

comments from student volunteers. In the 

past those who took advantage of this 

opportunity to lead class discussions early in 

the year found the experience extremely 

helpful when they came to write their 

assessed Jurisprudence and Political Theory 

essays at Easter. See previous years’ reading 

lists (url below) to get ideas for readings. 

 There are other seminars available to 

Jurisprudence and Political Theory students 

in MT and in HT. They all cover their 

own ground in their own way. You are at 

liberty to shop around for the approaches 

you find most effective and interesting. 

There is no core seminar.  

 For further information about JPT, 

please visit the Weblearn site at 

https://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/x/BGMW1c. 

Enquiries about JPT should be addressed to 

nicos.stavropoulos@law.ox.ac.uk. 

Enquiries about this particular class to 

mailto:john.gardner@law.ox.ac.uk 

Readings  

 
Week 1: J. Rawls, A Theory of Justice (1971, 

revised edition 1999), ch 1  

Introduced by John Gardner| handout 

 

Week 2: F. A. Hayek, Law, Legislation, and 

Liberty (1973, revised edition 1982), ch 8 

Introduced by Tony Honoré | handout 

 

[Week 3: no seminar] 

 

Week 4: P. Pettit, On the People’s Terms (2012), 

ch 1 

Introduced by Dáire McCormack-George 

 

Week 5: J. Raz, The Morality of Freedom (1986), 

ch 14 

Introduced by Martin Fischer | handout 

 

Week 6: A. Sen, The Idea of Justice (2009), chs 

11 & 12 

Introduced by Kaustav Saha | handout 

 

Week 7: M. Nussbaum, Women and Human 

Development (1999), ch 2 

Introduced by Rishika Sahgal 

 

Week 8: R. Dworkin, ‘What is Equality? Part 

2: Equality of Resources’, Philosophy and Public 

Affairs 10 (1981), 283 

Introduced by Joana Thackeray and Sando 

Wiggerish 
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